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INTRODUCTION. 

If  the  writer  of  these  pages  did  not  believe  in  human 
nature, — if  he  believed  that  capitalists  clutch  laborers 
as  tigers  clutch  lambs,  instead  of  writing  a  Book,  he 
would  spend  his  time  hoping  that  no  poor  man  would 
ever  become  a  capitalist,  or  in  praying  for  the  end  of 
the  world. 

His  efforts  to  stand  by  his  convictions,  have  led  "him 
through  the  fiercest  theological  and  political  contentions, 
but  not  without  compensation.  After  meeting  the  mean- 
est and  the  best  of  men,  he  believes,  in  their  voluntary 
actions,  men  do  ten  good  things  to  one  bad  one.  For 
lack  of  knowledge  the  people  die,  and  the  noblest  words 
ever  uttered  are,  Father,  forgive  them,  they  know  not 
what  they  do. 

All  noble  men  are  intensely  selfish,  but  they  are  also 
naturally  just,  and  instinctively  and  intuitively  love  to 
do  as  they  would  be  done  by.  In  spite  of  all  slander, 
men  often  share  their  last  crust,  and  millions  have  laid 
down  their  lives  for  others. 

Human  nature  may  be  driven  and  turned  aside,  and 
men  may  be  made  to  sweat,  as  it  were,  great  drops  of 
blood,  and  pray  that  their  cup  of  bitterness  may  pass ; 
but,  true  to  their  love  of  self  and  their  love  of  others, 
with  more  quiet  thought,  they  come  again  to  their  better 
selves,  and,  if  need  be,  will  go  to  their  crucification  alone. 
Each  human  heart  is  a  copy  of  the  other,  and  that  one,  a 
copy  of  God ;  and,  often,  that  one  which  seems  to  have 
yielded  most,  is  the  one  fhat  has  resisted  most. 


No  man  or  dass  of  men,  has  a  monopoly  of  goodness 
or  of'  ardent  desire  for  the  highest  welfare  of  the  race; 
The  writer  beh'eves  the  poor  man  is  no  more  a  slave  to 
the  capitalist  than  the  capitalist  is  to  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem, and  he  asks  for  nothing  but  what  is  necessary  to 
secure  to  every  man  his  undisputed  and  indisputable 
right  to  a  free  chance  to  work  and  own  his  product. 

He  believes  the  following  brief  but  thorough  explan- 
ation of  our  laws  will  give  a  clear  understanding  of  how 
politics  is  used  to  enslave  the  people  industrially ;  and 
by  pointing  out  a  remedy,  he  hopes  to  help  all  classes  to 
co-operate,  at  the  ballot  box,  to  secure  freedom,  justice 
and  equality  to  all  men. 


ARGUMENT. 

That  there  is  enormous  wrong  in  our  social  life,  all 
agree,  but  who  is  the  criminal?  Is  it  the  individual,  or 
is  it  the  state?  Does  crime  rise  spontaneous  from  the 
heart,  or  is  it  mainly  forced  upon  us  from  without?  If 
this  is  a  land  of  freedom,  justice  and  equality,  there  is 
nothing  left  but  to  go  on  charging  all  crimes  and  all 
wrong  doing  to  poor  human  nature  and  to  keep  on  deal- 
ing with  each  offender  as  if  he  were  a  moral  leper, 
greater  than  the  rest.  But  mistaking  efifects  for  causes, 
has  been  the  blunder  of  the  ages.  It  perverts  all  facts,  re- 
verses all  judgments,  and  forces  us  to  trump  up  as  many 
false  theories  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  human  life 
as  there  were  false  gods  in  the  Pantheon.  Hci-e  are  a  few 
specimens  of  such  theories. 

At  Chicago,  August  7th,  1903,  the  American  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, which  is  composed  of  the  leading  lawyers,  judges 
and  ex-judges.  North  and  South,  declared,  "We  regard 
the  Trust  as  the  greatest  foe  that  ever  faced  our  race. 
It  is  too  big  for  any  private  competition.  The  only  com- 
petitor of  a  billion  dollar  trust  is  a  hundred  billion  dollar 
state."  Divines  usually  ascribe  such  men  as  Cai-negie 
and  Rockefeller  to  "God's  special  providence,"  and  the 
common  herd  of  men  to  his  lack  of  providence  or  to 
Satan.  The  Socialist  National  platform  declares  "Our 
American  Institutions  came  into  the  world  in  the  name 
of  freedom.  They  have  been  seized  upon  by  the  capital- 
ist class  as  the  means  of  rooting  out  the  idea  of  freedom 
from  among  the  people."  The  Citizens'  Alliance  takes 
up  the  fight  against  the  union  and  declares,  "We  stand 
for  freedom  of  employment  and  the  rights  of  free  labor 
under  the  constitution  and  the  laws  to  sell  its  labor 
when,  where,  and  how  it  pleases,"  and  the  union  replies, 
"All  the  freedom  a  laborer  has  is  to  starve  or  to  work 
how,   when   and   where   some   master   will   let   him."     The 
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Democrats  annually  charge  all  political  and  industrial 
wrong's  to  the  Republicans,  and  the  Republicans  annu- 
ally return  the  complaint,  while  great  wiseacres  offer 
this  blanket  explanation :     It  all  depends  on  brains. 

In  his  rules  for  "the  Catholic  Direction  of  the  Chris- 
tian Democracy  of  the  World,"  the  pope  commends  'the 
principle  of  not  in  any  way  injuring  the  rights  of  private 
property.  "Democracy  must  have  nothing  to  do  with 
politics,  it  must  depend  on  ecclesiastical  authority." 

Such  confusion  among  those  in  high  authority,  such 
crimination  and  re-crimination,  such  substitution  of  ef- 
fects for  causes  and  of  imaginary  causes  for  real  causes.- 
clearly  demonstrates  there  is  great  need  of  some  under- 
standable explanation  of  where  we  are  at. 

When  I  was  a  boy,  I  believed  that  by  nature  men  are 
mutually  destructive,  and  that  government  was  all  that 
made  life  and  property  safe.  Today,  I  believe  men  are 
naturally  co-operative,  and  that  governments  are  mainly 
contrivances  to  give  one  man  the  power  of  life  and  death 
over  another, — contrivances  to  help  one  man  to  legally 
do  what  no  man  could  or  dare  do  with  a  club. 

Before  I  learned  something  of  evolution,  I  believed 
Rome  was  founded  by  a  boy  suckled  by  a  she-wolf,  and 
that  "our  fathers  founded  a  government"  that  was  a 
brand-new,  clean-cut,  honi'^-made  article.  1  now  find 
it  is  a  revised  and  enlarged  copy  of  what  has  been  tnne 
out  of  date,  with  all  the  approved  attachments,  and  I 
feel  sure  until  the  people  Icrn  that  the  things  of  which 
we  so  bitterly  complain  are  but  the  inevitable  effects  of 
causes  deeply  imbedded  in  our  laws,  out  pitiful  wrang- 
linsfs  and  senseless  accusations  will  still  go  on  ;  but  there 
will  be  no  intelligent  co-operation  to  better  our  condi- 
tions. 

Living  in  a  universe  where  in  spite  of  all  ignorance  and 
all  repentance,  a  man  reaps  what  he  sows, — a  universe 
where  no  man  can  acquire  knowledge,  character  or  power 
to  serve  self,  God  or  men,  unless  his  body  has  first  been 
fed,  it  is  self-evident  that  every  man  has  a  fundamental 


and  inalienable  right  to  what  Nature  gave  him,  free 
access  to  the  source  of  his  life  and  a  free  chance  to  work 
and  live  by  the  products  of  his  own  toil ;  and  we  should 
learn  this  fundamental  truth,  that  all  men  must  exist  in 
one  of  three  conditions — Anarchy,  Fraternalism  or  Pa- 
ternalism. We  must  live  as  individuals,  or  to  help  each 
other,  or  to  rob  each  other. 

The  Earth  is  the  source  of  all  life  and  to  it  all  things 
that  live  must  have  access  or  die.  Anarchy  is  that  state 
of  nature  where  everything  has  access  to  the  source  of 
its  life,  and  freedom  to  work  out  its  own  destiny.  Every 
bird  outside  of  a  cage  and  every  fawn  playing  with  the 
shadows  is  an  anarchist  and  so  was  Robinson  Crusoe. 
Arch  means  government.  As  a  prefix,  A  means  without 
Hence,  Anarchy  simply  means  "without  government.' 
It  does  not  mean  dynamite  and  much  less  does  it  mean 
oppression.  It  means  a  free  chance  to  work  and  feed 
yourself — freedom  and  right  to  be  all  you  can  be,  unhin- 
dered  by  any  power. 

Frater  means  brother,  hence  fraternalism  means, 
^'Brother,  you  help  me  and  I  will  help  you."  It  is  co« 
operation  as  in  our  public  school  system.  It  blesses  all 
and  curses  none.  It  says  to  all  governments  whatsoever, 
""No  slavery  in  our  counry.  We  are  brothers  with  com- 
mon rights  and  common  needs  and  this  is  our  touch' 
stone,  'Help  all,  or  keep  your  hands  ofif  of  us.  We  will 
Qie  anarchists  before  we  will  die  slaves.'  " 

Pater  means  father,  hence  paternalism  means  a  gov- 
ernment that  will  make  you  feed  me  as  a  parent  feeds 
his  child,"  and  capital  and  labor,  the  plebians  and  the  pa- 
tricians Croesus  and  Carnegie,  poverty  and  crime,  the 
unions,  the  Citizens*  Alliance,  the  trusts  and  Colorado 
are  only  parts  of  its  inevitable  effects.  It  robs  one  to 
enrich  another. 

As  through  the  ages,  men  have  striven  to  invent  a 
machine  to  gather  wheat,  so  through  the  ages  pater- 
nalism has  striven  to  invent  a  perfect  you-feed-me  ma- 
chine to  gather  in  all  the  wealth  of  the  world.     Both 
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have  succeeded.  One  machine  is  a  skillful  combination  of 
the  sickle,  the  flail  and  the  fan,  and  is  called  the  harvester. 
The  other  is  a  skillful,  cunning  combination  of  chattel 
slavery,  deeds,  tariff,  gold  money,  banks  and  franchises 
and  is  called  a  government, — and  the  object  of  this  book 
is  to  explain  every  part  of  this  machine,  and  to  show 
up  its  perfect  adaptation  to  the  end  for  which  it  was  in- 
vented, and,  incidentally,  to  demonstrate  that  "the  great- 
est foe  that  ever  faced  our  race,"  is  not  the  trust,  but  a 
government  that  has  nothing  better  to  do  than  to  force 
one  man  to  die  or  to  work  and  feed  others,  to  rob  men  of 
their  rights  and  their  products  and  then  punish  them 
for  being  poor. 

History  does  not  repeat  itself,  it  is  continuous.  Its 
ruined  nations  are  so  alike  as  to  prove  they  are  the  con- 
stant effect  of  a  constant  cause.  Like  effects  are  pro- 
duced by  like  causes  and  what  is  transpiring  in  our  coun- 
try is  nothing  new,  strange  or  unforeseen.  Four  of  the 
thirty-nine  delegates  that  framed  our  constitution  left  the 
convention  and  went  to  their  homes  rather  than  seem  to 
indorse  its  action  by  remaining.  Among  them  was  Patrick 
Henry,  who  said  to  the  Virginia  legislature,  "If  we  adopt 
those  laws,  in  one  hundred  years  a  few  men  will  own  the 
whole  country."  [See  Luther  Martin's  Memoranda  of 
Constitutional  Convention,  Tennessee  State  Library, 
Nashville.] 

In  his  message  to  Congress,  1861,  Lincoln  said,  "It 
continues  to  develop  that  the  insurrection  is  largely  a 
war  upon  the  first  principles  of  popular  government,  the 
rights  of  the  people."  "In  my  present  position,  I  could 
scarcely  be  justified,  were  I  to  omit  raising  a  warning 
voice  against  this  approach  of  returning  despotism.  Let 
the  workers  beware  of  surrendering  a  political  power 
they  already  possess,  and  which,  if  surrendered,  will  surely 
be  used  to  fix  new  disabilities  and  burdens  upon  them,  till 
all  of  libertv  be  lost." 
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Six  years  ago,  at  a  banquet  given  by  the  Chicago  Sun- 
set Club,  to  consider  the  question.  General  Miles  said, 
"We  need  a  large  standing  army,  to  be  stationed,  not 
among  the  Indians,  but  at  the  centers  of  labor. 

As  Henry  foretold,  a  few  men  own  the  country.  As 
Lincoln  foretold,  the  disabilities  have  been  fixed,  the 
army  is  here  and  at  its  v^fork,  and  all  thoughtful  men 
realize  that  the  destiny  of  untold  millions  for  all  time 
to  come  and  the  high  aspirations  of  mankind  for  universal 
freedom,  are  all  involved  in  the  issues  now  forced  upon 
us.  We  have  dreamed  of  freedom,  justice  and  equality, 
only  to  waken  and  find  ourselves  in  the  clutch  of  subtle 
laws  that  make  us  a  race  of  slaves. 

We  now  know  that  instead  of  being  founded  by  a  boy 
suckled  by  a  she-wolf,  Rome  laid  her  foundation  stones 
upon  the  magnificent  tombs  of  a  bygone  nation,  but  she 
took  no  lessons  from  the  past.  Like  all  the  nations  that 
had  gone  before,  she  held  the  right  to  trample  the  indi- 
vidual. During  all  her  struggles  and  under  all  her  shift- 
ing forms  of  government,  she  never  let  up  on  giving  away 
the  land  and  separating  the  masses  from  the  source  of 
their  lives,  and  a  free  chance  to  exercise  their  right  to 
work  for  themselves.  Hence,  to  the  masses,  her  touch 
was  always  a  plague.  To  them,  her  power  meant  nothing 
but  tribute  and  her  unsold  slaves  perished  where  they 
were  chained.  She  began  by  trampling  upon  every  hu- 
man right,  and  throughout  her  long  career,  in  all  that 
v^as  corrupt  and  corrupting,  she  set  the  pace  for  all  her 
people.  No  citizen  could  do  anything  so  bad  that  the 
state  had  not  done  something  worse.  Distrust,  treach- 
ery, dissension,  assassination  and  rebellion  became  ram- 
pant, and,  in  spite  of  her  mighty  armies  and  her  XH  Ta- 
bles of  Law,  palsied  in  every  part,  she  went  down  before 
the  courageous  vandals  of  the  North  who  had  always 
had  free  access  to  the  source  of  their  lives, — a  clear  dem- 
onstration that  no  government  is  better  for  the  people, 
than  a  government  that  uses  its  power  to  help  one  man 
despoil  another. 
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AMERICA. 

When  America  was  discovered,  its  inhabitants  were 
living  in  a  natural  state.  Every  man  had  free  access  to 
the  source  of  his  life  and  freedom  to  work,  hunt  or  fish. 
All  men  were  industrially  free,  equal  and  independent. 
They  had  no  politics,  hence  no  you-feed-me  machines, 
no  deeds,  no  slaves,  no  prisons,  no  half-world.  But  a 
government  that  has  committed  a  million  times  more 
crimes  than  it  has  ever  prevented,  soon  changed  all  this. 
The  Indian  has  gone  and  Colorado  has  come. 

By  Divine  Right,  the  King  seized  the  lands,  "the  Great 
Spirit  gave  to  all  his  children,"  and  gave  them  to  the 
London  Company  for  a  stipulated  annual  tribute,  to  se- 
cure which  sum  to  feed  the  King,  other  men  were  sent 
over  to  work  five  years  for  their  "board  and  clothes." 
And  from  that  day  to  this,  we  Americans  have  held  that 
our  government  has  that  same  infamous  Divine  Right  to 
ignore  the  rights  of  the  people  and  to  seize  their  lands 
and  parcel  them  out  as  it  pleases,  and  to  whom  it  pleases, 
until  today,  it  has  separated  forty  millions  of  men, 
women  and  children  from  the  source  of  their  lives  and  a 
free  chance  to  exercise  that  most  sacred  of  all  rights 
— their  right  to  work  for  themselves  and  own  their 
product,  and  has  forced  them  to  stand  idle  and  die  of  star- 
vation, or  to  save  their  lives  by  begging  or  crime,  or  by 
working  and  consenting  to  surrender  so  much  of  their 
product  as  may  please  the  man  who  knows  they  must 
starve  where  the  government  abandoned  them  without 
land,  without  work,  and  without  bread,  unless  they  con- 
sent to  work  for  him  on  his  own  terms. 

Down  all  the  stretch  of  hell  to  its  furthest  verge  there 
is  not  a  law  so  fraught  with  evil  to  the  universe  as  this, — 
a  law  that  can  so  make  a  hell  of  heaven.  It  perverts  the 
w^hole  order  of  nature  and  is  of  itself  a  crime  greater 
than  all  the  other  crimes  ever  committed.  There  is  not 
a  right  it  does  not  trample  down  nor  a  wrong  it  does 
not   generate.      If   the    landless    stop    on    the    landlord's 
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premises  without  paying  rent  the  government  prosecutes 
them  and  drives  them  off.  If  they  sleep  in  the  street,  it 
vags  them ;  and  today,  hundreds  of  our  young  men,  un- 
tainted by  any  crime  or  wrong-doing,  languish  in  jail 
or  slave  in  chain  gangs  because  the  government  that 
robbed  them  of  a  chance  to  exercise  their  right  to  work 
for  themselves,  found  them  without  work  and  without 
money. 

The  highwayman  says,  "Your  life  or  your  money," 
The  government  says  to  the  poor  man,  and  his  child, 
"Starve,  or  produce  an  average  of  $2.82  and  give  up  $1,43 
of  it.  (See  Bulletin  150,  census  12.)  The  assassin  stabs. 
The  government  murders  by  separating  men  from  the 
source  of  their  lives  and  leaving  them  to  starve  or  sui- 
cide as  thousands  of  unfortunates  have,  because  nobody 
would  hire  them.  Verily,  the  foxes  have  holes  and  the 
birds  have  nests,  but  the  sons  of  men  have  riot  where  to 
lay  their  heads.  And  yet,  like  Rome,  we  learn  no  lessons. 
In  our  idolatry  we  have  called  the  law  holy  and  the  peo- 
ple unholy,  and  that  is  enough.  The  conferences  voted 
j)c?a.inst  Infant  Damnation  in  hell,  but  tney  offered 
no  protest  against  infant  damnation  on  earth.  The  Cali- 
fornia sheriffs  and  supervisors  came  and  went,  leaving 
only  a  suggestion  of  larger  rock-piles  to  drive  the  disin- 
herited and  unemployed  out  of  the  state ;  and,  once  a 
year,  the  saint  and  the  sinner,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the 
wise  and  the  foolish,  all  struggle  in  one  class  to  the  polls, 
to  vote  this  damned  curse  on  ourselves  and  on  our  chil- 
dren unborn,  and  then  struggle  home  to  thank  God  for 
being  born  in  the  land  of  freedom,  justice  and  equality. 

Who  is  the  criminal? 

But  worse  and  more  of  it.  By  deeding  away  the 
sources  of  life,  the  government  left  the  landless  in  utter 
overthrow,  but,  thinking  some  one  might  give  them  a 
chance  to  work  and  keep  some  of  their  product,  the  g3v- 
ernment  invented  two  other  laws.  Tariff  and  Gold  Stand- 
ard. b\^  which  the  you-feed-me  crowd  seizes  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  worker's  wages  without  compensation. 


14 

TARIFF. 

The  Tariff  law  was  the  first  law  passed  by  our  govern- 
ment. If  an  American  farmer  could  exchange  a  dollar  of 
wheat  for  a  dollar  chain  in  England  and  bring  the  chain 
home  without  paying  this  government  for  the  privilege 
of  landing  it  in  this  country,  the  transaction  would  be 
called  Free  Trade.  If  he  had  to  pay  for  landing  his 
chain  in  this  country,  the  money  paid  would  be  called 
Tariff.  If  he  paid  just  money  enough  to  run  the  gov- 
ernment without  putting  a  tax  on  property,  the  money 
paid  would  be  called  Tariff  for  Revenue  Only.  If  he  had 
to  pay  so  much  money  to  land  the  chain  that  he  would 
not  try  to  bring  it  home,  it  would  be  called  Tariff  for  the 
Protection  of  Home  Industries.  At  first,  the  average 
tariff  was  7  per  cent,  or  seven  cents  for  landing  a  dollar 
of  goods.  Under  the  Republicans,  it  is  46  cents.  Under 
the  Democrats  it  was  42  cents — the  essential  difference 
between  a  Democrat  and  a  Republican  being  4  cents. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  our  fathers  could  have  secured 
perfect  protection  against  English  goods  by  simply  re- 
fusing to  land  them  on  our  shores.  But,  they  did  not 
want  protection  as  we  shall  soon  see.  If  they  had  wanted 
protection  and  justice,  they  would  have  refused  to  land 
the  foreign  goods  on  our  shores,  and  would  then  have 
raised  the  money  to  run  our  government  by  a  tax  on 
property.  This  plan  would  have  been  right  and  just, 
for  it  would  have  forced  each  man  to  pay  his  part  of  the 
tax  to  support  the  government.  Then  if  a  man  worth 
$1,000  had  paid  $1  of  tax,  a  man  worth  $100,000,000  would 
have  paid  $100,000  of  tax,  and  the  widow  without  any 
property,  would  have  paid  no  tax.  But  the  rich  men  led 
by  Hamilton,  wanted  the  government  to  use  its  power 
to  force  the  widow  to  either  pay  their  taxes  or  make  the 
manufacturers  a  present;  and  they  got  what  they  wanted. 

Under  free  trade  the  farmer  could  bring  the  chain 
home  without  paying  to  land  it ;  but,  under  tariff,  he  must 
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take  50  cents  out  of  his  pocket  and  give  it  to  the  govern- 
ment. Tn  this  way,  those  who  buy  foreign  goods,  give 
about  $500,000,000  to  run  the  government  which  saves 
the  rich  from  paying  any  taxes  on  their  property.  That 
is,  when  they  buy  foreign  goods,  the  poor  are  robbed 
to  pay  the  taxes  of  the  rich.  Nevertheless,  Carnegie  de- 
mands and  gets  protection  by  the  soldiers,  though  he 
does  not  pay  one  cent  to  support  them. 

As  under  tariff,  the  farmer  can  not  buy  a  $1.00  English 
chain  for  less  than  $1.50,  Carnegie  puts  his  $1.00  chain 
up  to  $1.50.  Hence,  the  farmer  must  buy  the  English 
chain  and  pay  the  government  50  cents  to  pay  Carnegie's 
^■axes,  or  he  must  buy  Carnegie's  chain,  and  make  him  a 
present  of  50  cents;  hence  the  farmer  is  robbed  to  pay 
Carnegie's  taxes  or  to  make  him  a  present.  From  this 
robbery  no  American  escapes.  Under  free  trade,  the  peo- 
ple could  get  their  chain  for  $1.00,  and  the  rich  would 
pay  the  taxes  on  their  own  property,  and  help  support  the 
government.  Under  tariff,  go  per  cent  of  the  people  who 
own  10  per  cent  of  the  property  raise  $500,000,00  to  pay 
the  taxes  of  the  10  per  cent  of  the  people  who  own  90 
per  cent  of  the  property,  besides  making  the  manufac- 
turers a  present  of  $5,000,000,000  to  $10,000,000,000 
annually;  hence,  all  rich  men  and  manufacturers  believe 
in  a  42  cents  or  a  46  cents  tarilT.  Tliey  do  not  want  free 
trade,  they  do  not  want  protection — they  want  tariflf,  so 
that  the  poorest  mother,  the  lamest  cripple,  the  sickest 
invalid,  the  raggedest  hobo,  can  buy  no  goods  without 
throwing  one-third  of  their  money  into  this  hellish  you- 
feed-me  machine.  This  is  tariff;  the  trust  builder,— 
tariff,  the  tomb  builder  of  the  potter's  field. 

Schwab  testified  before  tlie  Commission  that  he  could 
sell  steel  rails  at  a  good  profit  for  $12.00, — and  that  Eng- 
lishmen can  not  land  them  here  for  less  than  $19;  yet 
we  have  $7.00  tariff  on  rails,  so  Schwab  can  sell  his  rails 
for  $26.00  or  a  profit  of  more  than  300  per  cent.  But,  like 
all  the  rest  of  us.  Uncle  Sam,  too,  is  held  up  by  the  you- 
feed-me  crowd  and  forced  to  go  out  of  business  or  pay 
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tariff  on  Steel  plates  and  evefy thing'  else  he  buy?.  If 
Carnegie  had  done  business  in  bonnie,  free-trade  Scot- 
land, he  would  have  been  obliged  to  sell  his  diain  fof 
$i.oo  and  pay  his  own  tatxes  cnit  of  the  receipts.  But,  for- 
tunately for  mankind,  he  came  to  America  \vhere,  by 
forcing  the  poor  to  pay  his  taxes  and  make  him  huge  pres- 
ents, God  in  his  special  providence,  was  able  to  raise  up 
this  brainy  captain  of  finance  to  bless  the  world.  Who 
is  the  criminal? 

If  a  man  sho\ild  do  with  a  club  what  these  rich  men 
do  by  law,  these  very  men  wonld  shctot  h/m  on  the  spot 
and  no  one  would  blame  them.  Such  is  the  difference 
between  standing'  out  and  acting  on  one's  Own  responsi- 
bility and  hiding  and  acting  under  the  sanction  and  the 
protection  of  "the  law  and  the  constituticm."  The  master 
could  knock  a  slave  down  and  be  a  Christian.  If  the 
slave  retaliated,,  he  was  a  "vicious  nig'ger,"' 
- — _- — (5 .^ 

MONEY. 

Money  is  the  power  of  the  government  to  release  a  debtor. 
It  is  not  a  standard  of  measure  or  a  standard  of  value.  Mert 
measure  the  length  of  a  board  with  a  standard  unit,  hence, 
they  agree.  Men  measure  value  with  their  judgment,  hence 
they  do  not  agree.  One  man  says  the  mule  is  worth  $5.ooV 
another  man  says  he  is  worth  $50.00.  Tlie  government  has 
no-thing  to  do  with  buying,  Or  selling,  or  measuring,  but 
when  the  bargain  has  been  made  the  government  declares 
"the  right  of  private  coiifract  shall  not  be  abridged,"  and  re- 
leases the  debtor  if  he  presents  the  creditor  a  legal  tender 
stamp.  As  it  is  the  "power  of  the  government^'  that  re- 
leases, there  never  was  a  cheap  dollar  of  money.  If  every 
man  had  a  billion  dollars,  all  wcAild  be  good  except  they 
would  draw  no  interest. 

To  make  "legal  tender,"  a  government  selects  some  mark 
and  puts  it  on  paper,  gold  or  other  substance,  and  then  irt 
eiTect  makes  this  law.  "The  government  will  release  any 
debtor  who  presents  this   stamp   to  his   creditor,   and   will 
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force"  the  creditor  to  pay  the  expenses  of  any  lawsuit  he  be- 
gins after  his  debtor  tenders  him  this  stamp."  This  is  the 
only  test  of  money.  Bank  bills,  silver  certificates  and  gold 
certificates  are  not  legal  tender  because  the  government  will 
not  release  the  debtor  if  he  presents  them  to  a  creditor. 

By  putting  her  "power  to  release  a  debtor,"  back  of  the 
credit  side  of  her  bank  book,  Venice  made  that  whole  credit 
legal  tender,  and  with  it,  she  did  the  banking  of  the  world 
for  seven  hundred  vears,  without  a  dollar  of  gold  or  silver 
or  paper  money.  This  credit  was  non-redeemable — and 
stood  20%  above  gold  till  Napoleon  conquered  her  and  left 
her  without  "power  to  release  a  debtor"  or  transact  any 
other  business. 

While  Pennsylvania  was  yet  a  colony,  by  the  permission 
of  the  King  she  issued  paper  money  and  loaned  it  without 
interest,  the  principal  to  be  returned  in  ten  annual  payments. 
It  was  always  good  as  gold  and  a  great  blessing  to  all  the 
people,  till  English  money  loaners  prevailed  on  the  King 
to  repeal  the  law. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War  iV"^  paper  money  put  out 
by  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  was  good  as  gold  and  won 
that  struggle  for  independence.  If  greenbacks  had  been 
legal  tender  for  all  debts,  we  would  have  had  no  national 
del)t,  no  bonds  and  no  national  banks. 

Standard  gold  and  silver  are  one-tenth  alloy. 

Our  gold  dollar  coined  in  1792  contains  24.7  grains  of 
pure  gold,  our  silver  dollar  also  coined  in  1792  contains 
371/^  grains  of  pure  silver.      It  was  coined  15  to  i,  that  is 

15  times  24.7  grains  equals  our  silver  dollar  or  371^  grains. 
In   1834  we  cut  the  weight  of  the  gold  dollar  to  23.3 

grains,  or  16  to  i.      That  is  16  times  23.3  equals  371  >^,  or 

16  new  gold  dollars  have  just  the  same  amount  of  gold  as 
15  old  gold  dollars,  yet  strange  to  say,  the  little  one  is 
just  as  good  as  the  big  one ;  because  the  government  will  re- 
lease a  debtor,  if  he  presents  the  dollar  stamp  on  either  one. 
If  gold  had  anything  to  do  with  paying  the  debt,  the  24 
grains  dollar  would  be  better  than  the  23  grains  dollar. 

From  1792  to  1852,  or  60  years,  two  half  dollars  contained 
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the  same  amount  of  standard  silver  as  the  dollar,  or  412^^^^ 
grains;  but,  in  1852,  we  cut  the  weight  of  the  two  half  dol- 
lars to  385  grains,  still  the  385  grains  are  just  as  good  as 
the  4125/2  grains.  No,  that  is  not  so,  but  the  stamp  on  the 
385  is  as  good  as  the  stamp  on  412^/^  for  the  government 
will  release  the  debtor  if  he  presents  the  stamps  on  the  half 
dollars  or  the  stamp  on  the  dollar.  If  silver  had  anything  to 
do  with  making  money  honest,  the  4123^  grains  would  be 
more  honest  than  the  385  grains,  for  it  has  271^  more  grains, 
though  the  metal  money  men  never  told  us  so,  it  would  ruin 
their  game. 

In  1873,  we  put  a  dollar  stamp  on  420  grains  of  standard 
silver  called  the  Trade  dollar.  For  3  years  it  was  good ; 
for,  the  government  would  release  a  debtor  if  he  presented 
that  stamp  to  his  creditor.  Since  then,  it  has  been  worth- 
less, for  the  government  has  changed  the  law  and  will  not  re- 
lease a  debtor  who  presents  that  stamp.  If  the  silver  or  the 
stamp  or  both  paid  the  debt,  the  Trade  dollar  would  be  the 
most  "honest  and  sound"  dollar  in  the  whole  bunch.  But  the 
thing  is  so  big  it  is  little.  Moral :  If  you  want  "hon- 
est" money,  put  the  stamp  on  a  small,  a  very  small  piece  of 
metal. 

From  1792  to  1873,  or  81  years,  our  dollar  was  good. 
From  1873  to  1876,  3  years,  it  was  worthless,  because  the 
government  during  that  time  would  not  release  a  debtor  who 
presented  that  stamp ;  but,  in  1877,  the  government  again 
changed  the  law  and  agreed  to  release  the  debtor  if  he  pre- 
sented that  stamp — when  lo,  an  "honest  dollar"  instantly 
reappeared.     Thumbs  up,  thumbs  down — wig-wag. 

Will  some  advocate  of  "intrinsic  value,"  some  advocate 
of  "gold  standard"  explain  why  a  Venice  bank  credit,  a 
stamp  on  colonial  paper,  a  stamp  on  New  York  state  paper, 
a  stamp  on  23  grains  of  gold,  a  stamp  on  24  grains  of  gold 
a  stamp  on  385  grains  of  silver,  a  stamp  on  41 2^^  grains  of 
silver,  and  a  stamp  on  a  greenback  are  all  equally  "good  and 
honest,"  and  why  a  stamp  on  412^  grains  or  420  grains 
of  silver  is  sometimes  good  and  sometimes  good  for  noth- 
ing?    Will  they  explain  how  a  "peso"    coined    by    the 


/  United  States  in  1903  will  pay  one  dollar  of  debt  in  the* 
Philippines  and  no  debt  in  California?  Will  they  explain 
how,  by  agreeing  to  release  a  debtor  if  he  presented  a 
bank  bill  to  a  creditor,  England  made  the  debts  of  the 
Bank  of  England  good  as  gold  today? 

If  these  facts  were  universally  understood  by  the  people, 
the  hypocritical  cant  about  honest  money,  gold  money,  banks 
and  interest  would  perish  from  the  earth.  The  simple  fact 
is  this — the  material  is  used  to  carry  the  stamps,  the  stamp 
is  used  to  name  the  amount  of  the  release  and  "the  power 
of  the  government"  is  used  to  release  the  debtor. 

By  dropping  from  24  to  23  grains,  gold  men  made  a  dol- 
lar every  time  they  melted  15  dollars,  and  raised  the  value 
of  their  gold  mines  1-15  part.  By  changing  our  half  dol- 
lars from  4121X  grains  to  385  grains,  the  value  of  silver 
mJnes  v>^as  raised  one-tenth,  and  they  now  have  a  bill  before 
Congress  for  melting  dollars.  By  the  Trade  dollar  scheme, 
bankers  made  some  $20,000,000.  They  bought  them  as 
low  as  78c  and  sold  for  looc. 

Understanding  the  money  question,  part  of  the  delegates  to 
the  convention  that  framed  our  Constitution,  contended  that 
the  government  ought  to  keep  control  of  its  own  legal  tender 
stamps  and  make  and  use  them  for  the  general  welfare,  just 
as  it  does  the  postage  stamps.  They  wanted  the  govern- 
ment to  put  its  legal  tender  stamp  on  paper  and  lessen  taxes 
by  using  it  to  pay  salaries  and  soldiers  and  to  buy  all  things 
needed  for  the  government,  and  if  need  be,  to  loan  it  on  good 
security  without  interest,  as  Pennsylvania  once  did  with 
great  benefit  to  all.  They  wanted  the  government  to  help 
the  people  instead  of  enslaving  them  to  a  few  owners  of 
bullion. 

But  the  you-feed-me  crowd  was  on  hand,  determined  to 
get  the  government  to  use  its  power  to  make  them  the  su- 
preme power  in  America,  and  they  got  what  they  wanted.  To 
accomplish  this,  they  came  forward  with  the  time-worn  argu- 
ment. "There  can  be  no  honest,  safe  and  sound  money,  un- 
less the  legal  tender  stamp  is  on  gold  or  silver.  We  have 
the  gold  and  the  silver  bullion,  therefore,  the  government 
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/  can  make  no  stamps  only  those  it  puts  on  our  bullion  and 
f     gives  to  us  by  the  FrKE  coinage  of  our  gold  and  silver" 

Then  began  the  most  momentous  battle  ever  fought  on 
the  Western  Hemisphere ;  for,  innocent  as  they  look,  these 
words  give  expression  to  the  most  treasonable  plot  ever  laid. 
To  the  plotters,  the  paper  men  replied,  "Gentlemen,  you  are 
putting  up  this  old  bluff  for  the  basest  purpose.  Instead 
of  seeking  honest  money,  you  are  seeking  a  money  that  will 
enslave  the  people  to  enrich  yourselves.  We  are  opposed 
to  your  demand  and  these  are  our  reasons.  First,  you  coine 
asking  us  to  make  you  a  present.  Your  bullion  will  pay 
no  debt.  But,  if  we  put  our  stamp  on  your  bullion,  and 
put  our  "power  to  release  a  debtor"  back  of  the  stamp,  yon 
can  use  our  stamp  and  our  power  to  pay  your  debts ;  there- 
fore, to  put  our  stamp  on  your  gold  and  silver  is  to  make  you 
a  present  equal  to  the  stamps,  therefore,  to  be  just  and  fair, 
under  the  doctrine  of  equal  rights,  we  ought  to  make  all 
other  men  a  present  of  some  kind  Just  as  large  as  the  one 
we  m.ake  you. 

Second,  you  come  seeking  to  enslave  us.  If  we  agree 
to  make  no  legal  tender  stamps,  except  those  we  put  on  your 
bullion  and  give  to  you,  we  will  make  you  absolute  masters 
of  ourselves  -and  of  the  government  itself;  for,  as  sat^m  as 
that  is  done,  no  man  can  pay  his  taxes  or  transact  a  dollar  of 
legal  business  unless  you  will  coiisent  to  let  him  use  yoar 
stamps.  You  will  have  us  bound  hand  and  foot.  The 
stamps  will  be  so  few  you  can  loan  them  over  and  over  at 
exorbitant  rates  of  interest  and  enrich  yourselves  and  im- 
poverish the  rest  of  us.  It  is  not  hcmest  money,  but 
scarce  money  that  you  want. 

"Gentlemen,  you  know  this  interest  which  you  metal 
men  seek  is  on  our  stamp  and  our  power  and  not  on  your 
gold.  We  object  Xa  enslaving  ourselves  to  you,  especially 
as  our  stamp  on  paper  is  just  as  good  as  our  stamp  on 
your  gold.  If  we  do  as  you  want  us  io,  you  will  loan  our 
stamps  to  the  manufacturer,  the  wbolesaler,  the  jobber, 
the  railroad  and  the  retailer,  and  when  the  poorest  woman 
^v   goes  to  a  store  or  restaurant,  she  will  find  five  rates  of 
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interest,  charged  up  in  the  price  of  the  goods,  which  she 
must  pay  to  you  or  go  without  the  goods.  Your  blight 
on  the  world  will  be  like  that  of  the  Prince  of  the  power 
of  the  air.  No  one  in  the  United  States  can  live  a  day 
without  paying  you  tribute.  Under  the  laws  you  pro- 
pose, if  a  father  produces  three  dollars  a  day,  he  v.dll 
get  $1.50  for  wages,  one-third  of  which  will  go  for  tanfT. 
Out  of  the  dollar  remaining  he  will  pay  5  rates  of  in- 
terest, 5  rates  of  taxes,  5  rates  of  rent,  5  rates  of  insurance, 
5  sets  of  clerk  hire,  5  sets  of  family  expenses,  5  sets  of  profits, 
and  go  home  to  his  family  with  17  cents  of  goods  for  his 
day's  work,  happy  to  know  that  in  this  land  of  free  and 
equal  opportunities  he  is  able  to  support  7  sets  of  plunderers 
made  prosperous  by  the  use  of  government  you-feed-me  ma- 
chines.   Government  ought  not  to  be  a  robber  of  labor. 

When  oui  stocks  and  your  monev  both  bear  6  per  cent  in- 
terest, we  can  sell  a  dollar  of  stock  to  you^for  a  dollar  of 
your  stamps.  But,  when  the  world  is  billions  of  dollars  in 
debt  to  you,  you  will  refuse  to  let  any  one  have  the  stamps 
for  less  than  12  per  cent.  Then  we  will  be  obliged  to  let 
you  have  two  dollars  of  our  6  per  cent  stock  for  one  dollar 
of  your  12  per  cent  money,  and  our  stocks  will  drop  to  50 
cents  on  the  dollar  and  all  other  property  will  drop  propor- 
tionately because  we  agreed  not  to  make  stamps  and  use 
them  to  help  ourselves.  Under  this  corner,  of  your  stamps 
no  one  can  pay  a  debt,  and  vou  will  buy  up  the  whole  coun- 
try at  half  nrice  under  the  sheriff's  hammer.  You  can  make 
a  Black  Friday  whenever  you  please,  and  there  will  not  be 
a  day  in  the  vear  when  any  one  will  know  how  to  buy  or 
how  to  sell ;  for,  they  will  never  know  whether  you  are  cor- 
nering the  stamps  or  turning  them  loose.  Whether  the 
world  turns  loose  "a  flood  of  $2,000,000,000  of  gold"  or  a 
flood  of  wheat,  or  a  flood  of  beef,  or  a  flood  of  cotton,  you 
can  corner  the  whole  thing  and  ruin  every  man  you  touch,  or 
you  can  bleed  him  slowlv,  but  you  will  g-et  him.  When  war 
comes,  yO'U  will  corner  the  stamps  and  force  the  government 
to  issue  billions  of  bonds  and  sell  you  a  dollar  of  6  per  cent 
bonds  for  28  cents  of  the  stamps  it  gave  to  you,  and  the 
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/  whole  country  will  groan  with  taxes  to  pay  you  interest  on 
'  both  the  stamps  and  the  bonds.  You  will  make  war  as  often 
as  you  cam.  The  government  and  every  citizen  will  dance 
before  you  like  puppets.  You  will  be  the  supreme  power — 
the  final  arbiter  in  every  dispute,  and  if  we  are  allowed  to 
have  no  stamps  only  what  we  put  on  vour  gold,  we  are  form- 
ing a  new  government  only  to  enthrone  you  as  absolute 
monarchs  of  the  industrial  world. 

"Our  fourth  and  last  objection  to  putting  our  stamps  on 
your  gold  is,  that  the  stamps  will  be  so  scarce  you  will  splice 
them  out  by  organizing  banks  and  living  on  the  interest  of 
what  you  owe,  and  the  more  you  owe,  the  richer  you  will  be, 
for  you  will  live  on  the  interest  of  what  you  owe.  Jones 
will  deposit  a  $ioo  with  you  and  you  will  loan  it  to  Smith  for 
$io  interest,  and  you  will  be  living  on  the  interest  of  what 
you  owe  Jones,  and  the  more  you  owe  Jones  the  more  inter- 
est you  will  get  from  Smith."  You  will  loan  this  $100.00 
ten  times  over.  There  will  be  $1000  on  deposit,  $100  in 
the  country  and  not  a  cent  in  the  bank,  and  the  bank 
will  break  when  the  depositors  call  for  their  money. 

"Gentlemen,  you  know  it  was  the  paper  money  put 
out  by  the  states  during  the  Revolutionary  War  that 
carried  us  through  that  struggle;  you  know  their  paper 
money  was  good  as  the  gold,  through  that  entire  war. 
You  know  tbat  instead  of  your  gold  making  our  stamp 
good,  it  is  our  stamp  and  power  that  fix  the  price  of 
your  gold.  Tf  we  put  a  dollar  stamp  on  24  grains  of 
your  gold  today,  tomorrow  you  will  want  a  stamp 
on  23  grains,  and  the  next  day  you  will  want  a 
$1000  stamp  on  10  grains  of  your  gold  ;  for,  then  every  10 
grains  will  be  worth  a  $1000,  fsr  at  complete  free  coinage 
you  could  get  a  $1000  stamp  on  them  and  pay  a  $1000 
debt.  You  know  and  we  know  that  if  the  government 
keeps  control  of  its  own  stamps  and  sells  them  out  when- 
ever called  for,  there  will  be  no  scarcity  of  stamps  and 
Nno  interest,  and  you  will  not  be  able  to  enslave  th  e 
people.  Gentlemen,  we  think  it  is  too  much  to  surrender 
to  you,  the  country  we  so  late  wrung  from  King  George. 
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The  tornado  spends  its  force  in  an  hour,  the  earthquake 
devastates  an  island  and  is  gone,  the  plague  gives  its  victim 
rest,  but  Gold  Standard  smites  the  whole  w^orld,  but  not 
unto  sudden  death.  Like  the  chained  Prometheus,  its 
victims  are  allowed  to  live  the  long  night  through,  to 
grow  new  vitals,  that  next  morn  the  vultures  may  have 
their  accustomed  -feast  of  blool.  Its  sleepless  eyes  are 
in  every  place,  and  day  and  night  and  holy  days,  it  com- 
pels tribute  from  the  tired  brain  and  restless  hand  of 
toil.  No  widow  escapes  its  interest  and  rent,  no  child 
its  slavery.  Where  it  is,  there  is  the  potter's  field,  the 
prison  and  the  gallows,  and  when  -it  wills  to  strike,  in- 
dustry lies  prostrate  beneath  its  blow.  It  is  the  root  of 
all  evil — an  inexcusable,  unmitigated,  .universal  curse. 

We  have  heard  how  the  battle  between  the  delegates 
waxed  long  and  hot,  how  Washington  got  discouraged,  and 
how  they  went  to  the  old  church  to  pray,  but  the  sides  were 
so  matched  that  the  only  words  they  could  get  into  the  Con- 
stitution was,  "Congress  shall  have  power  to  coin  money." 
When  these  brave  defenders  of  liberty  begged  that  the  states 
be  allowed  to  make  paper  money,  to  break  the  corners  which 
the  gold  men  were  sure  to  make,  the  answer  came,  "No  state 
shall  make  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin  legal  tender," 
leaving  the  nation  zvithoiit  any  "constitutional  money."  Here 
the  matter  stood  for  three  years,  when  in  1792,  the  gold  men 
secured  the  best  man-crushing  you-feed-m.e  machine  ever 
constructed  by  a  government  since  the  dav  when  the  people 
were  shut  away  from  the  land  and  forced  to  starve  or  work 
and  be  robbed. 

How  clearly  the  paper  men  foresaw  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  country  is  proved  by  the  following  financial 
authorities. 

In  a  paper  by  Lovell  White,  read  at  the  California 
bankers  meeting  held  in  Los  Angeles,  last  May,  Mr. 
White  said :  "Be  they  ever  so  industrious,  ever  so  frugal, 
the  time  has  come  when  unless  they  can  borrow  credit, 
the  skilled  mechanic  cannot  own  a  shop  or  factory  until 
too  late  for  an  extended  career ;  when  the  farm  hswid  can- 
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not  own  a  farm  until  his  joints  are  stiffened  with  age, 
or  the  common  laborer  house  his  children  under  his  cwvn 
roof." 

Surely,  "all  of  liberty  is  gone." 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Comptroller  made  last 
October  at  the  National  Bankers'  meeting  in  San  Fran- 
cisco he  said,  "the  bankers  control  nine  hundred  million 
dollars  and  they  have  an  average  loan  of  seven  billion  five 
hundred  million  dollars."  That  is,  the  bankers  have 
loaned  their  money  eight  and  one-third  times  over;  which 
at  6  per  cent  equals  50  per  cent  per  annum,  or  a  gain  of 
$450,000,000  in  interest,  to  bankers  alone. 


BANKS. 

A  bank  is  an  institution  chartered  by  law  to  live  on  the 
interest  of  what  it  owes.  No  bank  bill  is  money,  it  will  not 
pay  any  debt,  for  the  government  does  not  agree  to  release  a 
debtor,  if  he  presents  it  to  a  creditor,  and  this  is  the  only 
test  of  money.  A  bank  bill  is  merely  a  debt  which  the 
banker  must  pay  the  day  the  bearer  demands  payment.  All 
the  old  fashioned  bankers  loaned  their  debts  called  bank 
bills,  and  we  created  banks  and  let  them  go  to  living  on  the 
interest  of  what  they  owed,  before  we  made  any  money  for 
the  country.  In  the  old  national  bank  our  fathers  put  the 
bankers  above  the  nation,  for  they  owned  two-thirds  of  the 
stock  and  many  stockholders  were  foreigners. 

To  organize  a  national  bank,  we  swap  a  $1.00  greenback 
for  a  $1.00  United  States  bond  and  deposit  the  bond  with  the 
Comptroller  at  6  per  cent  interest.  The  Comptroller  will  then 
hand  us  a  national  bank  bill,  which  reads,  "On  demand,  the 
First  National  Bank  will  pay  the  bearer  one  dollar."  Any, 
promise  to  pay  is  a  debt,  but  the  banker  loans  this  debt  to  a 
farmer  who  leaves  the  banker  his  note  drawing  10  per  cent 
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interest.  The  banker  now  has  $i.oo  of  bonds  drawing  6 
per  cent  interest  and  $i.oo  of  his  debts  drawing  lo  per 
cent  interest  and  is  Hving  on  the  interest  of  what  he  owes. 
For  one  dollar  of  greenbacks  invested,  he  is  getting  interest 
on  $2,  one  of  which  the  bond  is  our  debt,  and  the  other,  the 
bank  bill  is  his  debt.  T'he  National  Bankers  are  now  living 
on  the  interest  of  $400,000,000  of  what  they  owe  us  and 
$400,000,00  of  what  we  owe  them,  or  a  total  of  $800,000,000 
that  cost  them  only  400,000,000  and  they  pay  no  tax  on  their 
banks  or  on  their  bonds,  all  because  we  make  no  legal  tender 
stamps  only  those  we  put  on  gold  and  give  away. 


PLAN  OF  CALIFORNIA  CO-OPERATIVE  CLUB, 

In  their  creeds,  the  plunderers  have  written,  "The  right 
of  men  to  sell  their  labor  as  they  please,  is  as  eternal  as  the 
hills." 

Cn  the  tablet  of  each  heart,  God  wrote,  "The  right  of  a 
man  to  a  free  chance  to  work  for  himself,  is  as  eternal 
a:",  eternity." 

The  one  is  the  same  old  doctrine  of  paternalism,  couched 
in  the  language  of  Freedom,  carrying  with  it  a  vision  of  men 
shut  out  from  a  chance  to  work  for  themselves,  of  men  be- 
ing dismissed  from  labor,  of  men  trying  to  exercise  their 
right  to  sell  their  labor,  and  men  starving  because  no  one 
will  buy  their  labor — a  vision  of  monstrous  wealth  and 
monstrous  poverty — a  vision  of  slavery — a  vision  of  Hell. 

The  other  is  the  Declaration  of  Fraternalism  that  carries 
with  it  a  vision  of  a  people  who  live  without  Deeds,  Wages, 
Profits,  Rents,  Taxes,  Tariff,  Banks,  Mortgages,  Interest, 
Stocks,  Bonds,  Unions,  Alliances,  Strikes,  Lockouts,  Trusts, 
Poverty,  Saloons,  Franchises,  Wars  or  "Corners,"  in  a  land 
where  Hobos  build  railroads  and  ride  in  Palace  Cars  without 
tickets. 
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At  the  outset,  let  it  be  understood  that  the  rich  man  has 
absolutely  nothing  that  the  California  Co-operative  Club 
wants,  and  that  the  Club  here  promises  never  to  unjustly 
interfere  with  any  man's  life  or  property,  or  with  his  free- 
dom of  employment  or  with  his  freedom  to  sell  his  labor. 
All  we  demand  is  what  nature  gave  us — a  free  chance  to 
exercise  our  right  to  work  for  ourselves  and  own  what  we 
ourselves  produce. 

We  recognize  an  established  order  of  law,  trusts,  employ- 
ers, armies  and  courts,  and  understand  their  ominous  import. 
We  also  understand  that  this  order  ought  not  to  be  violent- 
ly overthrown,  but  we  also  recognize  the  fact  that  there  is 
about  to  be  a  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and 
for  the  people.  The  only  question  is,  shall  the  change  be 
gradual  and  peaceable,  or  shall  it  be  convulsive? 

We  recognize  the  fact  that  millions  have  been  despoiled 
of  their  natural  rights  and  that  the  millions  of  dollars  hoard- 
ed in  the  national  treasury  have  been  gathered  by  a  most  un- 
righteous tax  on  the  consumption  of  those  who  have  been 
despoiled  of  their  rights  and  billions  of  dollars  of  their  be- 
longings, so  that  by  every  sense  of  moral  rectitude,  that 
hoard  in  the  treasury  still  belongs  to  those  from  whom  it 
was  so  unjustly  taken.  Therefore,  we  claim  that  these  peo- 
ple have  an  indisputable  right  to  demand  that  as  many  dol- 
lars as  they  need,  or  as  many  as  were  set  aside  to  conquor  the 
Philippines,  shall  be  set  aside  to  give  disinherited  and  plun- 
dered American  citizens  a  chance  to  work  and  live  without 
being  further  destroyed  by  law. 

Let  the  government  set  aside  this  money,  or  issue  non- 
interest  bonds,  as  Guernsey  did,  and  fit  up  a  tract  of  arid  or 
other  land,  with  water,  stock,  machinery,  steam  and  elec- 
tricity. To  this  deeclless,  co-operative  land  invite  "the 
Hobos,"  such  as  Leclare  and  Roycroft  welcome— sucb  as 
England  banished  to  Botany  Bay  where  they  voluntarily 
built  one  of  the  finest  colonies  in  the  kingdom — hobos,  such 
as  De  Lesseps  took  out  of  the  chaingang  when  he  was  dig- 
ging his  canal  and  said  to  them,  "Gentlemen,  you  have  left 
the' old  world  and  old    world    conditions.     With    the    new 
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world,  there  is  new  hope.  With  the  new  hope,  be  new  men." 
He  gave  them  $4  per  day  and  tells  us  in  three  weeks  the 
mails  were  busy  carrying  their  earnings  to  their  starving 
families,  and  that  he  never  so  much  as  lost  a  handkerchief 
at  their  hands,  a  stunning  rebuke  to  Christianizing  rock  piles. 

Yes,  to  this  deedless  land  bring  your  idle  men,  men  de- 
spoiled by  nature,  men  disowned  by  men — such  men  as  have 
been  sitting  around  Los  Angeles  in  crowds  large  enough  to 
have  builded  a  dozen  postoffices  and  then  read  this  their 
record : 

Hobo  I  produces  corn,  $10.  : 

Hobo  2  produces  wheat,  $10. 

Hobo  3  produces  beef,  $10. 

Hobo  4  produces  cloth,  $10,  all  of  which  they  put  In 
their  store  and  sell  at  cost. 

Hobo  5  produces  railroad,  $10,  railroad. 

Here  is  $40  of  goods  for  private  use  and  $10  of  railroad 
for  public  use.  We  now  give  Hobo  i  this  paper,  "Due  Hobo 
1,  $8  legal  tender  for  any  debt,"  This  is  as  good  as  an  $8 
stamp  on  gold,  for  the  government  will  release  any  debtor 
who  presents  this  stamp  to  a  creditor.  This  gives  $40  of 
money  and  $40  of  business.  The  money  and  the  business 
being  always  equal.  Each  of  the  first  4  hobos  trade  $8  at 
the  store,  leaving  $8  to  support  the  man  who  built  the  rail- 
road. As  each  of  the  five  laborers  contributed  $2,  the  rail- 
road is  paid  for.  As  each  man  contributed  $2  to  public  im- 
provements in  one  day,  in  300  days  he  would  contribute  $600, 
and  in  40  years  $24,000.  Before  the  road  was  built,  it  took 
5  days  to  make  the  trip,  which  can  now  be  made  in  one  day. 
This  saves  4  days,  which  at  $10  a  day  is  $40  saved  to  each 
hobo  by  co-operation,  which  blesses  all  and  curses  none. 
When  the  hobo  is  60  vears  old,  we  give  him  his  $24,000  for 
an  old  age  pension.     Here  then  we  have  it : 
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The  land  is  owned  and  operated  by  all, 


hence  there  are 


The  store  is  co-operative,        hence 
The  people  make  and  use  their  own 

goods,  hence 
The  money  loaned   is  returned  as 

an  old  age  pension,  hence 
The  government  makes  legal  tender 

stamps  as  it  needs  them,  hence 
Money  always  equals  business 


No  man  works  for  another,  hence 


No  you-feed-me  machines,  hence 


No  Deeds 
"   Wages 
"   Rents 
"  Enforced  Idleness 

' '   Mortgages 
"   Profits 

''   Tariff 

"   Taxes 

"  Money  Comers 
No  Interest 

' '  Banks 

"  Bonds 

"  Stocks 

' '  Unions 

"  Alliances 

' '  Lockouts 

"  Strikes 

"  Trusts 

* '  Poverty 

"  Riches 

"  Saloon 

' '  Franchises 

' '  Political  Corruption 

"  Railroad  Tickets 


All  goods  sold  at  cost,  hence 
Government  for  the  people,  hence 
Direct  legislation,  hence 
Hobos  own  their  railroads,  hence 

For  there  is  no  more  need  of  their  buying  a  ticket  to  ride  on 
their  own  railroad  than  there  is  for  Morgan  to  buy  one  to 
ride  on  his  railroad,  or  for  u^  to  buy  a  ticket  to  ride  on  our 
own  streets  or  to  walk  on  our  own  sidewalks. 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  this  whole  thing  is  a  land  question ; 
for,  if  we  have  land,  we  have  work;  if  we  have  work  we 
have  products ;  if  we  have  products  we  have  money ;  if  we 
have  money  and  co-operate,  we  have  all  the  comforts  of  life 
at  cost,  and  every  man  can  be  a  man. 
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If  we  employ  a  physician  in  a  hospital  and  pay  him 
$3,000  and  he  does  not  have  to  pay  rent,  interest,  tarifif, 
profits,  or  bny  any  railroad  tickets  or  pay  any  taxes,  he  is 
rich;  but,  if  he  can  work  his  brainy  self  up  and  put  out  his 
own  shingle  and  leave  us  and  make  $5,000  a  dav — let  him 
do  it.  We  never  interfere  with  any  man's  rights,  nor  his 
freedom  of  employment,  nor  with  his  freedom  to  sell  his 
labor  and  we  let  nobody  interfere  vvith  us. 

The  you-feed-me  machine  is  locked  up  and  the  key 
is  thrown  in  the  well,  for  Morgan  wired  us  we  could  have 
his  railroads  as  he  did  not  care  to  run  railroads  without  tick- 
ets, and  Lux  and  Miller  wired,  "If  you  have  fixed  things  so 
we  can't  hire  men  and  make  them  feed  us,  you  can  join  our 
15,000,000  acres  to  your  'Deedless  Land'  for  we  cannot  run 
it  ourselves,  and  11  we  cannot  hire  men  and  get  rich  ofif  of 
them,  we  will  give  up  our  land  before  we  will  pay  taxes 
on  it."  But  we  wired  back :  "Gentlemen,  thanks  awfully ; 
but  the  rich  man  has  nothing  we  want ;  therefore,  keep  your 
riches  just  as  long  as  you  want  them.  We  are  very  sorry 
we  have  so  much  you  want  and  cannot  get,  but  the  fact  is 
the  wdcked  have  ceased  from  troubling  and  the  distin- 
guished Hobos  are  resting  comfortably."  But  Morgan 
wired  back,  "I  find  riches  is  nothing  but  the  law  by  which 
the  government  helps  a  man  to  run  a  you-feed-me  ma- 
chine. The  people  are  at  last  free.  Please  take  my  rail- 
roads," and  our  correspondence  closed  in  a  blaze  of 
Fraternalism. 

This  is  an  illustration  of  a  condition  that  is  possible,  nat- 
ural, just  and  right;  and,  it  makes  every  hired  man  and  his 
wages,  every  man  in  enforced  idleness,  every  needy  mother 
and  hungry  child,  every  cent  of  interest,  and  every  cent  of 
tarifif  ever  paid,  every  cent  of  profit  ever  taken  from  one  man 
to  enrich  another,  every  trust  and  every  franchise  a  swift  and 
unanswerable  witness  against  a  government  that  uses  its 
power  to  help  one  man  to  legally  rob  another — and  it  opens 
up  a  possibility  of  infinite  good  to  all  men.  It  is  not  a 
dream.  It  is  the  only  way  given  under  heaven  whereby 
the  country  can  be  saved. 
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It  destroys  every  law  that  gives  one  man  control  of 
another  man  or  of  the  country,  and  gives  to  every  man 
a  free  chance  to  work  and  secure  ten  times  the  product 
he  could  working  alone.  Besides  this,  it  leaves  every 
man  in  possession  of  all  his  property  till  such  time  as 
he  is  willing  to  turn  it  over  for  a  better  thing.  It  robs 
no  man  of  anything  except  his  legal  chance  to  rob  an- 
other man,  and  will  in  the  shortest  and  most  peaceable 
way  bring  us  to  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 


THE  SUMMING  UP. 

Human  Rights — There  can  be  no  religious,  moral  or  pleas- 
urable life  without  mental  development,  and  there  can  be  no 
mental  development  unless  the  body  is  properly  nourished. 
The  body  cannot  be  properly  nourished  without  food,  and 
food  cannot  be  obtained  without  applying  labor  to  the  land, 
therefore 

Every  man  has  a  natural  and  inailable  right  to  free  access 
to  land  and  a  free  chance  to  work  and  use  his  products. 

Freedom — Nature  established  freedom  and  equality  for  she 
gave  all  her  children  free  access  to  the  sourc  of  their  lives 
and  freedom  to  work  out  their  own  destiny,  therefore  all  that 
was  left  for  government  to  do  was  to  help  all  and  wrong 
none. 

Chattel  slavery  was  a  scheme  "under  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws,"  to  deprive  a  man  of  a  chance  to  exercise 
his  right  to  work  for  "himself  and  force  him  to  die,  or 
consent  to  work  and  be  robbed  to  feed  the  man  who 
owned  his  life. 

Economic  slavery  is  a  legal  scheme  "under  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws,"  to  deprive  a  man  of  a  chance  to  ex- 
ercise his  right  to  work  for  himself  and  force  him  to 
starve,  or  consent  to  work  and  be  robbed  to  feed  a  man 
who  owns  the  source  of  his  life. 
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Independence — In  1776  our  fathers  declared  for  national 
independence.  On  their  Declaration  of  Independence  they 
wrote  Human  Rights,  Liberty,  Equality,  Life,  Happiness. 

Constitution — At  Philadelphia,  in  1788,  we  find  39  of  these 
men  representing  12  states,  sitting  in  secret  convention  to 
form  a  new  Constitution  supposedly  in  the  interest  of  Free- 
dom, Justice  and  Equality.  On  their  Constitution  and 
laws  they  wrote  Deeds,  Chattel  Slavery,  Tariff,  Metal 
Money,  Banks,  and  Courts  of  Justice. 

Supreme  Court — Our  fathers  overthrew  political  free- 
dom by  establishing  a  court  that  is  above  the  people — a  court 
whose  members  are  not  elected  by  the  people,  or  by  one 
elected  by  the  people^a  court  that  can  overthrow  any  law 
made  by  Congress  and  the  President — a  court  that  can  make 
its  own  laws  and  rule  the  people  by  injunction — a  court 
whose  decisions  cannot  be  reviewed  or  overruled  by  any  pow- 
er in  the  Nation.  The  House  of  Lords  can  review  the  ac- 
tion of  any  court  in  England.  Our  court  is  absolute — a 
thing  apart,  standing  like  a  grim  sentinel  at  Andersonville 
waiting  to  shoot  any  who  attempt  to  escape  to  liberty.  Thus 
our  fathers  made  a  Constitution  that  enslaves  the  Nation  to 
the  Supreme  Court.  And  we  find  they  did  this  in  spite  of 
the  warning  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

By  chattel  slavery,  the  government  gives  a  man  power  to 
rob  only  those  persons  whom  he  owns. 

By  land  slavery  a  man  can  rob  only  those  who  work  for 
him  or  rent  of  him. 

By  tariff,  the  government  uses  its  power  to  help 
manufactrrers  rob  all  the  people  in  the  country,  of  about  one- 
third  of  all  the  money  they  pay  out  for  manufactured  goods. 

By  gold  standard,  the  government  forces  every  man 
to  pay  the  gold  man  interest  on  every  dollar  of  business 
transacted  in  the  country,  and  gives  them  supreme  power 
over  all  business,  and  the  government  itself.  No  poor  man 
buys  a  hat,  a  meal,  or  rents  a  room  or  lives  a  day  without 
paving  interest. 

Result — We  find  by  deeds,  tariff  and  gold  standard, 
the  government  has  held  up  90  per  cent  of  the  people,  while 
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lo  per  cent  of  the  people  have  robbed  them  of  90  per  cent 
of  all  the'r  accumulated  products. 

Finale — If  a  worker  produces  $10  per  day  and  takes  $1 
home  for  wages,  the  shop  will  soon  fill  up  and  shut  down. 
If  he  takes  but  i  cent  home  the  shop  will  close  tomorrow  and 
stay  shut  till  it  is  rotten  and  the  laborer  is  dead,  wdiether 
Roosevelt,  Parker  or  God  is  President.  Then  the  people 
will  rush  to  the  land,  and  pay  three-quarters  of  the  crop  for 
rent  and  60  per  cent  interest  on  crop  liens,  as  they  do  in 
India,  and  starve  by  millions  when  the  drought  comes. 


THE  CRIMINAL. 

We  find  these  instruments  of  torture  and  plunder 
called  laws,  are  manufactured  and  used  only  by  the  gov- 
ernment, therefore,  without  any  mental  reservation,  we 
charge  that  the  government  is  the  criminal. 

We  also  find  that  we,  the  people,  are  the  government, 
therefore  if  guilty,  we  are  all  guilty  alike,  for  we  have  all 
voted  for  these  same  laws, 

Over  and  above  all  other  questions  is  the  issue  of  the 
Criminal  Government  which  forces  men  to  starve  or 
accept  the  least  wage  that  will  secure  workers  enough  to 
do  the  work — a  wage  the  employer  is  as  much  forced  to 
pay  as  the  worker  is  to  accept,  for  if  he  pays  more  he  is 
driven  from  the  market  by  those  who  do  not. 
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SIFTINGS. 

No  laborer  can  work  without  giving  up  part  of 
his  product.  No  laborer  can  pay  out  his  wages  for  manu- 
factured goods,  without  paying  tariff.  No  laborer  can  re- 
ceive his  wages,  without  paying  interest  on  his  employer's 
establishment.  No  laborer  can  pay  out  his  wages  without 
paving  from  i  to  7  rates  of  interest,  and  as  mnay  sets  of  ex- 
penses. 

No  g-Qvernment  was  ever  organiued  to  give  its  citizens 
equality,  political  or  industrial,  and  it  is  the  worst  form 
of  idiotic  bombast  to  try  any  longer  to  deceive  the  peo- 
ple by  landing  the  patriotssm  of  the  fathers,  when  they 
are  the  very  men  whose  "constitution  and  laws''  gave 
us  chattel  slavery,  deeds,  tariff,  scarce  metal  money, 
banks  and  franchises,  and,  it  is  the  worst  form  of 
hypocrasy  for  us  to  hold  on  the  laws  that  help  us  to  rob 
others  and  then  blame  the  trusts  for  robbing  us  faster 
than  we  can  rob  them. 

Shame  upon  a  man  who  votes  to  deed  away  the  land 
and  force  55,000,000  to  starve,  beg,  steal  or  work  and 
be  robbed  and  then  whimpers  because  the  trusts  rob  him. 

If  we  resort  to  the  ring,  we  should  take  our  punish- 
ment manfully. 

We  find  we  could  have  had  protection  and  revenues  with- 
out tarifif.  and  that  we  could  have  had  honest  money  without 
gold,  b^nks  or  interest. 

The  sh\e  had  no  rights  the  white  man  was  bound  to  re- 
spect, and  we  find  the  landless  have  no  rights  that  anybody 
is  bound  to  respect. 

The  chattel  slave  could  kill  his  master.  The  economic 
slave  can  not  kill  his  master  without  committing  suicide. 

We  find  the  m.an  who  has  no  respect  for  a  man's  right  to 
work  for  himself  and  own  ALL  his  product,  has  no  respect 
for  "a  man's  right  to  sell  hts  l-^bor"  for  hali^  his  product. 
All  such  a  man  cares  about  another  man's  being  free  to  sell 
his  labor  evrrv  day,  is  that  he  himself  may  be  free  every  day 
to  seize  half  the  product. 
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We  find  15  gold  dollars  are  just  as  heavy  as  16  gold  dol- 
lars, and  that  385  silver  dollars  are  just  as  heavy  as  4123/2 
silver  dollars.  We  find  that  these  cunning  schemers  have 
melted  up  their  big  dollars  and  made  them  over  into  little 
dollars,  because  they  like  "little  honest"  dollars  better  than 
they  like"  big  honest"  dollars. 

The  fault  that  things  are  wrong  is  not  in  our  stars,  nor 
in  the  trusts,  nor  in  the  unions,  nor  in  the  Alliance,  nor  in 
the  criminal,  nor  in  the  pauper ;  but  in  these  laws  whose  pow- 
er for  robbing  the  people  cannot  be  improved.  Land,  tariff, 
gold  money  and  franchises,  as  they  now  exist,  take  every- 
thing in  sight,  therefore,  their  beneficiaries  advise  us  "to  let 
well  enough  alone,  and  Stand  Pat." 

We  do  not  care  about  extortionate  rates  of  taxation.  All 
we  want  is  to  have  Congress  stop  raising  revenues  by  tar- 
iff and  go  to  raising  them  by  a  tax  on  property — then  let  the 
rich  extort  if  they  want  to — we  can  stand  it  if  they  can. 

A  law  is  a  way  of  doing  things.  Our  way  of  doing 
thine^s  is  to  make  laws  to  rob  ourselves. 

We  do  not  care  for  railroad  extortion.  All  we  want  is  to 
own  a  railroad,  operated  at  cost  or  on  the  "hobo"  plan — 
then  let  Morgan  extort. 

We  do  not  care  anything  about  the  President's  saying, 
"I  am  the  state."  All  we  want  is  a  direct  whack  at  law- 
making with  a  "'Yes"  or  "No"  vote,  then  let  Presidents,  Con- 
gressmen and  Judges  indulge  their  vanity  or  their  cussed- 
ness. 

We  do  not  care  about  the  struggle  between  capital  and 
labor.  All  we  want  is  a  chance  to  struggle  and  keep  our 
product — then  let  capital  struggle. 

Not  because  of  chattel  slaverv,  but  in  spite  of  the  villain- 
ous thing,  so  has  our  country  flourished,  not  because  of  these 
unjust  and  unjustifiable  laws  so  often  prated  about,  but  in 
spite  of  them.  As  the  masters  took  the  South,  so  are 
the  masters  taking  the  nation.  Of  all  our  millionaires,  not 
one  amassed  his  wealth  bv  his  brain,  but  by  the  help  of  the 
government — and  dying,  the  ,^rcat  and  i^ood  "Golden  Rule 
Jones"  said :      "I  am  miserable,  for  I  am  dying  possessed  of 
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property  that  belongs  to  other  men."  T'he  richest  man  in 
America  v;ill  cease  to  be  rich  whenever  the  government  stops 
forcing  other  men  to  feed  him.  The  world  of  business  is 
nothing  but  a  humiHating,  soul-destroying  struggle  to  live 
off  of  the  other  fellow — and  good  men  are  getting  mighty 
tired  of  it.  The  government  has  so  inwrought  essential  vice 
into  all  our  business  that  the  character  of  no  business  man 
can  be  really  known,  until  he  leaves  all  business  behind  and 
steps  out  upon  his  own  honor. 

There  are  "honest  men"  in  business,  but  there  are  no 
men  in  "honest  business."  As  soon  as  robbery  stops, 
business  stops. 

Miss  Tarbell  and  Mr.  Lawson  are  creating  consterna- 
tion by  exposing  "oil"  and  "copper"  frauds  which  in 
principle,  are  nothing  different  than  putting  the  best 
cherries  on  the  top  of  a  5  cent  package,  a  thing  the  seller 
does  because  the  government  forces  him  to  starve  or 
work  and  be  robbed,  or  to  go  into  "business,"  and  make 
his  living  by  robbing  the  other  fellow.  He  chooses  what 
to  him  is  the  least  of  two  evils.  If  the  people  found  their 
government  in  injustice,  they  must  live  by  injustice, 
there  is  no  escape. 

Under  Paternalism,  a  few  own  the  sources  of  life, 
control  the  tariff  and  the  legal  tender  stamp  and  all 
franchises  and  force  all  others  to  work  and  support  them. 

Under  Anarchy,  all  men  have  free  access  to  the  source 
of  life,  and  a  free  chance  to  work  and  own  their  product, 
but  each  works  alone,  as  did  the  Indians.  The  moment 
they  agree  to  own  and  operate  the  sources  of  life  to- 
gether, they  become  socialists. 

A  man  has  a  ri'^ht  to  what  he  produces,  but  no  man  has  a 
right  to  a  cent  of.  what  the  other  man  produces,  therefore 
the  law  that  not  only  permits,  but  forces  one  man  to  seize 
what  another  man  produces,  is  the  most  corrupting  influence 
on  the  foot-stool.  The  moment  a  bov  awakes  to  the  fact 
that  the  law  robs  him  of  his  rights  and  his  product,  that  mo- 
ment he  schemes  to  get  even.  The  whole  tendency  of  such 
laws  is  to  make  a  moral  pervert  of  every  citizen.     There  is 


36 

small  wonder  that  after  watchini^  his  employer  run  a  million 
dollar  yon-feed-me  machine,  the  cashier  or  the  clerk  con- 
cludes to  construct  an  Fll-feed-myself  machine.  The  govern- 
ment constructed  the  machine  the  banker  uses,  the  cashier 
constructed  his  own ;  but.  they  both  serve  the  same  purpose, 
for  they  both  gather  in  what  the  other  fellows  produced,  and 
the  architects  have  exactly  the  same  moral  fiber,  except 
the  government  constructed  its  machine  to  help  one  man 
get  ahead  of  another,  while  the  clerk  built  his  to  keep  even. 
The  banker  is  bold,  for  he  has  a  pard  and  his  pard  has  guns. 
The  cashier  skips  to  Canada. 

Under  anarchy,  if  a  man  holds  you  up  with  a  club,  you 
have  a  right  to  knock  him  down  with  a  club ;  but,  if  you  take 
a  club  to  a  man  who  holds  you  up  with  the  law,  the  gov- 
ernment knocks  you  down  with  a  bullet,  and  that  is  why 
prudent,  scientific  plunderers  prefer  "law  and  order  to  an- 
archv."  The  great  law-regulated,  systematic  plundering 
of  the  people  in  one  dav,  is  greater  than  all  the  unlawful 
stealings  of  half  a  century.  The  cashier  takes  nothing 
from  the  bank  that  the  bank  had  not  previouslv  taken  from 
the  people,  bv  the  hellish  plot  of  "gold  standard." 

The  small  producer,  driven  from  his  shop  by  the  big 
machine,  is  forced  to  starve  or  work  for  some  other  man 
and  be  robbed,  and  the  other  man  is  forced  to  hire  and 
rob  him  or  let  him  starve.  The  "Independent  Farmer" 
robs  bis  hired  man,  raises  lo  oranges  and  gives  the  rail- 
roid  13  for  hauling  them  off. 


This  book  proves  that  a  man  might  own  the  whole  world 
and  not  be  rich,  unless  there  were  laws  by  which  the  gov- 
ernment would  help  him  to  rob  other  people. 

It  proves  that  government  outrageously  plunders  every 
man.  until,  bv  some  luck,  he  becomes  able  to  take  advantage 
of  the  laws  and  "rise"  by  becoming  a  plunderer  himself. 

It  shows  clearly  that  unFss  these  laws  are  chanfred,  a  few 
people  will  soon  possess  all    the    property,    and    it    further 
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proves  that  there  is  no  moral  difiference  between  the  robber 
and  the  robbed,  for  these  laws  are  enforcd  by  the  govern- 
ment and  not  by  the  individual,  but  in  spite  of  him.  It  is 
therefore  seit-evident  that  the  government  is  a  criminal  that 
will  destroy  this  nation  unless  it  is  changed  by  a  majority 
vote.  About  40  per  cent  of  the  voters  are  farmers ;  about 
35  per  cent  laborers,  and  all  others  about  25  per  cent.  By 
taking  advantage  of  these  laws,  a  few  men  are  now  so  rich 
they  have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  all  others  from  getting 
where  the  government  will  help  them  to  become  robbers,  and 
the  case  is  therefore  ^practically  closed,  and  there  remains 
nothing  but  a  fearful  looking  for  of  war  and  carnage,  or  of 
utter  overthrow  and  hopelessness,  unless  we  bestir  our- 
selves quickly,  and  no  class  can  win  alone. 


The  California  Co-operative  Club  will  not  tolerate  the 
doctrine  that  one  class  is  holier  than  another,  or  allow  its 
members  to  dictate  who  may  belong  to  the  Club.  Every 
man  must  join  upon  his  own  honor.  There  are  no  dues 
and  no  dictator.  All  gifts  are  voluntary.  The  Club  will 
not  work  with  those  who  do  not  stand  for  Human  Rights. 
Neither  will  it  belittle  its  own  cause  by  admitting  that 
its  cause  does  not  appeal  to  the  selfishness  and  the  no- 
bility of  every  man,  by  offering  something  infinitely 
better  for  him  and  his  neighbor,  than  anything  the  world 
has  yet  known. 


f 
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OUR  PLATFORM. 

1.  The  only  right  a  government  has  is  to  bless  all 
and  curse  none. 

2.  The  people  have  a  right  to  govern  themselves  by  a 
"Yes"  or  "No"  vote  on  all  public  questions. 

3.  Every  man  has  a  natural,  inalienable  right  to  free 
access  to  the  sources  of  his  life  and  a  free  chance  to  work 
and  own  what  he  produces. 

4.  A  chance  for  all  men  to  exercise  this  right  can  be 
realized  only  in  a  Co-operative  Commonwealth  where 
the  sources  of  life  are  owned  and  operated  by  all  men, 
but  this  condition  can  never  be  secured  by  "the  uncondi- 
tional surrender"  of  one  class  to  another  class.  It  must 
be  secured  gradually.  Cities,  counties  and  states  must 
operate  natural  monopolies  at  cost  and  establish  co-oper- 
ative shops  and  farms  where  unemployed  citizens  can 
find  a  free  chance  to  work  and  own  their  product,  al- 
lowing all  others  to  come  in  when  they  choose  as  they 
soon  will. 

5.  No  man  shall  be  imprisoned  or  worked  in  a  chain 
gang  unless  he  has  committed  crime  or  refused  to  work 
where  he  can  own  his  product.  A  man  who  appeals 
only  to  aclass,  either  slanders  humanity  or  belittles  his 
cause. 

This  is  a  stfuggle  for  ballots  between  Human  Rights, 
and  Ignorance.  Shall  we  co-operate  or  commit  National 
suicide?  _     ..! 


\ 


President  Roosevelt  can  talk  of  overthrowing  corruption ; 
politicians  can  talk  of  freedom,  justice  and  equality;  the 
Employers'  Association  and  the  Citizens'  Alliance  can  talk  of 
freedom  of  employment,"  "the  rights  of  free  labor,"  and  the 
"tyranny  of  the  Union ;"  and  the  American  Bar  Association, 
the  farmers  and  the  laborers,  can  talk  of  wicked,  monopoliz- 
ing trusts  as  the  greatest  danger  that  ever  faced  the  race— 
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but,  every  one  of  these  men,  the  president,  the  politician,  ev- 
ery member  of  the  Employers'  Association,  the  Citizens' 
Alliance  and  the  American  Bar  Association  and  every  farmer 
and  every  laborer  knows  that  all  other  monopolies  are  based 
on  the  land  monopoly ;  that  whoever  controls  the  sources  of 
life,  has  absolute  control  of  the  lives  and  the  fortunes  of  all 
other  men — yet,  these  very  men,  every  one  of  them,  votes  to 
deed  away  the  land  and  then  vag  the  dispossessed,  or  jail 
them,  or  work  them  in  chaingangs,  or  move  them  on  to  no- 
where, if  they  are  found  without  work  or  money.  And, 
what  is  more,  every  one  of  these  men,  if  occasion  arises,  will 
join  in  an  army  and  shoot  to  defend  the  possessor's  dollar 
and  help  him  evict  and  deport  the  dispossessed ;  but  not  a 
man  of  them  ever  voted  or  shot  to  defend  the  poor  man's 
inalienable  right  to  a  chance  to  work  for  himself  unhindered 
by  any  power  in  the  universe.  They  know  that,  like  chattel 
slavery,  the  monopoly  of  land  was  instituted  and  has  always 
been  used  to  help  one  man  make  money  off  of  another  man 
instead  of  working  to  produce  it  himself.  And  every  one 
of  these  men  knows  while  the  government  uses  its  power  to 
help  one  man  to  legally  rob  another,  there  will  inevitably  be 
"monopolies  too  big  for  any  private  competition"  and  wicked 
enough  to  force  fruit  growers  to  sell  for  $10,000,000,  and 
give  $7,000,000  of  it  to  railroads ;  to  buy  meat  of  farmers 
for  3  cents  and  sell  it  to  consumers  for  18  cents,  to  compel 
factory  hands  to  produce  $2.82  and  accept  $1.40  of  it  foi 
wages ;  to  control  every  pound  of  steel  and  every  gallon  of 
oil.  And  every  one  of  these  men  knows  that  these  so-called 
"wicked  m-onopolies"  can  and  will  monopolize  this  country 
just  so  long  as  they  are  backed  up  by  our  monopolizing  bal- 
lots and  bullets,  and  not  a  day  longer. 

We  are  not  the  slaves  of  capital.  We  are  the  slaves  of 
our  own  ballots  and  our  own  bullets,  and  Parker  and  Roose- 
velt and  the  Almighty  God  cannot  save  us  while  we  vote 
and  shoot  as  we  do. 

W^e  are  not  living  under  a  "system."  We  are  living 
under  laws  made  by  the  votes  of  tlie  90  per  cent  who 
own  but  10  per  cent  of  the  property  and  the  votes  of  the 
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lo  per  cent  who  own  90  per  cent  of  the  property,  and  to 
fair  minded  men  it  is  disgusting  to  see  the  90  shirk  their 
own  responsibility  in  the  matter  and  go  about  talking 
about.a  "class  struggle"  and  insulting  the  10  capitalists 
as  the  sole  cause  of  all  our  woe. 

The  simple  fact  is,  we  have  formed  a  government  that 
helps  one  man  to  rob  another — a  government  that  puts 
every  man's  hand  against  every  other  man,  and,  if  we 
have  tired  of  it,  the  only  manly  and  sensible  thing  to  do 
is  to  explain  it  and  without  insult  to  any,  get  all  honor- 
able men  to  struggle  at  the  ballot  box  to  change  it. 

This  is  not  a  class  struggle  nor  a  struggle  between 
capital  and  labor — it  is  more.  It  is  a  struggle  for  profits 
between  every  two  men  that  do  business. 

If  there  was  not  a  hired  man  in  the  country,  if  every 
farmer  owned  his  farm  and  every  manufacturer  owned 
his  shop,  the  gold  man  would  make  them  all  pay 
interest,  the  merchant  would  buy  cheap  and  sell  dear, 
the  protected  shoemaker  would  make  the  farmer  pay 
the  tariff,  the  farmer  would  put  the  best  fruit  on  top 
and  pork  sausage  would  be  made  of  dog,  the  poor  would 
become  rich  and  the  rich  would  become  poor.  While 
each  man  tries  to  make  his  fortune  by  himself  alone, 
this  universal  struggle  for  profit  is  inevitable  and  some- 
what equal;  but  when  the  government  comes  in  with 
its  power  and  forces  every  man  to  pay  interest  to  the 
money  lenders,  tariff  to  the  manufacturers,  rates  to  the 
corporations  and  deprives  55,000,000  of  men,  women 
and  children  of  a  chance  to  work  for  themselves,  we 
have  a  hell  whose  fires  must  burn  ever  fiercer,  until 
quenched  with  universal  corporation  —  a  consummation 
worthy  the  ambition  of  every  man. 

THE  END. 
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